Brief vitae for Professor C. Jerry Nelson (March, 2016)
C. Jerry Nelson received B.S. and M.S. degrees at the University of Minnesota and his Ph.D. at the University of Wisconsin in 1996. Following a post-doctoral at Cornell, he joined the University of Missouri faculty in 1967 and retired in 2007. As Professor Emeritus of Plant Science, he remains active with international activities associated with use of technology to increase sustainability of agriculture while increasing food supplies and addressing climate change.  
Dr. Nelson has written 38 book chapters, edited seven books and published more than 250 research papers mainly on photosynthesis, carbon metabolism, growth and development of crop plants, and more recently on cropping systems in Asia and Africa that are ecologically friendly and sustainable. He has been honored with major awards including the Crop Science Research Award from the Crop Science Society of America and the very prestigious Siehl Award for contributions to international agriculture.  
Dr. Nelson was elected President of the Crop Science Society of America in 1988 and the American Society of Agronomy in 1996. He provided leadership to form the series of International Crop Science Congresses that began in 1992, and was elected to the 4-year term as the first President of the International Crop Science Society that began in 2000 based on the very successful series of Congresses.
In retirement, Dr. Nelson serves as a Senior Advisor for the Asian Affairs Center at the University of Missouri and is Co-Director of the Vietnam Institute. He frequently visits South Korea, China, Vietnam, North Korea, South Africa, Kenya, Tanzania, Morocco and Tunisia where he gives lectures, meets students and develops research partnerships with a broad range of Universities and Research Institutes. Currently, he coordinates a large project in Ghana to facilitate agricultural development in the face of climate change.  
